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NRO REVIEW COMPLETED

i Jane 1963

HEMORANDUM FOR: Daputy Director of Central Intellizence

BUBJECT : Views Ceoncersing Transier of U-2
Adrcraft to CIA

REFERENCE 1 Memorandur: fron: Deputy Secretary
of Tiefense to the DCI, dated § June
1963, subject: Transfer of U-2
Lircraft to CIA

t.  Assigmment of U-2 alzrczaft mast, In the final analysis,
be deterciined by the noeds of the U, §. Goveramaent, [t is Righly
possible that outstanding requirsnisnts sxceed the assets available.
In this event the distribution of such sssets must be made on & priority
basis. The mission priority should be as follows:

a. Overilight phote/ ELINT racosnaissance of denied
territory.

b.

¢. veripheral photo/ELINT reconnaissance

d. Bupport of space projects and RLD (variable priority -
sorme vary low)

*,

Llteraate rmeans of accomplishing each tark must also be considered,
including the adequacy of other methods of accomplishing peripheral
aperations.

2. Of the tasks the U~ aircraft is capable of performing the
overziding requirsmant of overflight reconnaissance is unguestionabie,
Under present circurastances this reguireroent can be satisfied with
a continuing inventory of nine sivrcraft. Basic policy muet he Iirmiy
establisphed to maintain this level at sll tinmes.
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3. In spite of adequate operational planning, siack periods
enint in all programe. Mulual uae of asaets can he made i
recomplish priority missions. ¥For ssample: SAC ialtisted
overflights of Cuba with twe Ageancy cenfigured airersfl. How-
aver, dae to long lead times involved, the airersft aosigned to
the highest priority wission {overflight) must be madified to
accomplish their primary mission,

4. In the event that & complets review of regquiremients
versus sssets revsals & nesd for additiconal alrerall thisz should
be copsldered as a separate action. To delay further the devel-

opreent and maintenance of a {leet of aireralt prepared to respond

to overflight raquirements i» unarsaiistic,
Signed Herbert Soovilige #Re

HELABZRT SCOVILLE, IR,
Jeputy (drector
{Reasearch)
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